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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Alternatives to Guardianship/Supports and Services Training for Texas Court
Investigators/Court Visitors (CEU 2.0/ CLE 2.0)

«-Dawn King, TXxCG | Harris County Probate Court No. 2, Houston
- Rayito Stephens, ID | Rayito O. Stephens Law Offices, PLLC, Pearland

This two-hour session includes one hour of training on alternatives to guardianship and one
hour of training on supports and services available to a proposed ward in accordance with
Government Code §22.0133 required for all court investigators and court visitors bi-annually.
This session has been approved by JBCC to meet this requirement and will be provided by an
experienced statutory probate court investigator and guardianship attorney.

Guardianship Nuts and Bolts (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5 Ethics)

«Kirk Monroe, LBSW, TxCG | Brazos Bend Guardianship Program, Rosenberg
«Shekinah Hammonds, ID | Whitehead & Hammonds Law, PLLC, San Antonio

Professional and family guardians are charged with the responsibility of managing
guardianships in accordance with the hundreds of statutes in the Texas Estates Code. This
overview of the legal and ethical principles of guardianship in Texas will benefit anyone who
wants to better understand the application and adjudication process and post-appointment
responsibilities that apply to all guardians.

Guardianship Program Best Practices (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5 Ethics)

«Meghan Hutchinson, MSW, TxCG, NCG | Guardianship Program, The Senior Source, Dallas
- David Vazquez, LMSW, TxCG | Bexar County Guardianship Program, San Antonio
- Catherine Vergara, RN, BSN, CCM, TXCG | CareFor, Austin

Guardianship program administrators and staff face unique challenges when starting and
managing a guardianship program. These challenges include building relationships with the
court system, attorneys, fiduciaries, and other important referral sources; compliance with the
Judicial Branch Certification Commission Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice; mentoring
and training new guardians; emphasizing alternatives to guardianship and less restrictive
alternatives; care management, and other program-related issues. Attendees will interact with
the presenters to identify and address challenges unique to management of private and public
guardianship programs.

Ethical Considerations Around Guardianship CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5 Ethics)

« Kristin Martinelli, LMSW, CCM, TxCG | Mir Senior Care & Care Consultants, Inc, Austin
+Nathan Peters, ID | Law Offices of Nathan Peters, PLLC, Denton

Guardianship is a powerful legal intervention that requires balancing the best interests of

the individual with their rights, dignity, and autonomy. In the context of mental health, these
decisions can be even more complex and ethically charged. This session will explore the critical
intersections between ethical practice, legal authority, and the well-being of individuals under
guardianship. The session will also examine how the Texas Estates Code and the Judicial Branch
Certification Commission (JBCC) Minimum Standards provide essential guidance for navigating

these issues responsibly.
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Private Professional Guardians Best Practices (CEU 1.5 Ethics)

- Courtney Carey, MS, TxCG | North Texas Guardianship Services, Denton
«Marie Rodriguez, 3D | Rodgers, Miller, Rodriguez & Fusco, P.C., Bryan

Private professional guardianship materialized as a state-credentialed profession after
legislative reforms in 2005. Private Professional Guardians are certified and monitored by the
Texas Judicial Branch Certification Commission. This workshop will be led by experienced
Texas Certified Guardians who will facilitate participant discussions about best practices in
the professional guardianship context. There are practice issues, including ethical concerns
and legal obligations unique to private professional guardianship, that may arise, confound,
and challenge a professional guardian. This advanced interactive practice session will benefit
professional guardians of the person and estate as well as trustees, financial officers, medical
and other surrogate decision-makers, judges, court staff, attorneys and others involved with
Texas Certified Guardians.

Welcome/TGA Annual Meeting/State of the Association

- Catherine Vergara, RN, BSN, CCM, TXCG | TGA President
- Courtney Carey Carey, MS, TxCG | Conference Chair

General Keynote Session - Guardianship in Texas: Balancing Protection with
Autonomy (CEU .45/CLE .45) (.45 Ethics)

«Hon. Judge Jerry Simoneaux | Judge, Harris County Probate Court #1

The Honorable Jerry Simoneaux will provide a heartfelt welcome to Houston. In his keynote
address he explores the fundamental tension in guardianship law: balancing protection and
personal autonomy. Drawing from his extensive bench experience, he examines recent reforms
including Texas's pioneering adoption of supported decision-making agreements, 2023

due process enhancements, and new 2025 legislation. Judge Simoneaux also proposes key
improvements such as person-centered language, establishing new mechanisms to declare
incapacity without creating a guardianship, and adoption of the Uniform Adult Guardianship
Act. This thought-provoking keynote challenges attendees to envision a future where
guardianship truly serves those it protects and embrace reforms that uphold dignity while
ensuring protection.

General Keynote Session - Solving Stress - A Guardian's Moral Compass (CEU .75)
(.45 Ethics)

«Mario Ontinveros, TxCG | Amistad Guardianship Program

In alignment with this year's theme—Mental Health and Guardianship—this keynote session,
addresses one of the most critical yet overlooked aspects of guardianship: the guardian’s own
mental and emotional well-being. Guardians face unique stressors that test not only their
patience, but their ethics, empathy, and endurance. This session will explore how those stressors
affect a guardian’'s capacity to serve, and how understanding stress is vital to maintaining both
mental health and moral clarity. Most importantly, the session will encourage the development
of a personal operating philosophy—a moral compass—that strengthens resilience, clarifies
purpose, and supports better outcomes for both guardians and those in their care.

General Keynote Session - Mental Health and Capacity (CEU15 /CLE 1.5)
-Julia Hiner, MD | UTHealth

This session explores what mental health is and how mental health diagnoses—such as

major depressive disorder, bipolar disorder, and schizophrenia—can affect a person’s capacity
transiently and/or enduringly. Dr. Hiner will also address medical conditions that mimic mental
iliness, like dementia and delirium, and will also review ways of evaluating and screening for
features of psychosis that may be impacting an individual's health and capacity for decision-
making.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Breakout 1: Increasing Medication Compliance and Enhancing Positive Outcomes
(CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5)

- Catherine Vergara, RN, BSN, CCM, TxCG | CareFor, Austin
«Amanda Koplin | Koplin Consulting, Austin

Medication non-adherence is a significant barrier to achieving optimal health outcomes.

This session will provide practical strategies to improve medication compliance, focusing on

a comprehensive approach that addresses the psychological, environmental, and systemic
factors influencing patient behavior. Led by a Certified Hostage Negotiator and a Texas Certified
Guardian, this session will teach actionable techniques for boosting patient engagement,
building trust, and overcoming common obstacles to medication adherence in real-world

settings.

Breakout 2: Guardianship of Justice-Involved with Mental lliness: Navigating
Complex Needs, (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5) (1.5 Ethics)

«Nubia Lluberes, MD | Global MH Services, Houston

Justice-involved individuals with chronic mental illness face a unique set of challenges—both
during incarceration and after reentry into the community. This session brings to light the
intersection of severe mental illness, the criminal justice system, and guardianship, with a focus
on ethical decision-making and individualized care. Participants will explore the psychiatric,
legal, and social complexities involved in supporting this vulnerable population.

Breakout 3: This Land Was His Land: A Study of Woodrow Wilson Guthrie, His Life
and Music and His Battle with Huntington’s Disease (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5)

«Terry Hammond, ID | Kemp Smith Law Firm, El Paso
«Julia Hiner, MD | UTHealth

This presentation will highlight the contributions of the Oklahoma folk singer Woody Guthrie
to American history, music, and culture and will focus on his battle with Huntington’'s Disease
which rendered him physically and mentally incapacitated. Woody Guthrie's diagnosis and
treatment for Huntington's Disease will be compared to current medical protocols and will
focus on implications for guardianship and alternatives to guardianship to manage the
consequences of the disease. This is a timely presentation with the reference to Mr. Guthrie in
the recent movie about Bob Dylan, “A Complete Unknown.”

Breakout 1: Establishing a Framework for Making Difficult Decisions (CEU 1.5/ CLE
1.5)

« Scott McDonald | Merrill Lynch Special Needs Team, Nevada
« Hon. Amy Parsons, ID | Associate Judge Harris County Probate Court No. 3,

Houston

Guardians and trustees have a legal and ethical duty to act in the best interest of the ward while
also ensuring compliance with the Texas Estates Code and the terms of a trust. These roles often
require making complex decisions that carry significant responsibility—and potential liability.
This session explores how using a structured decision-making framework can help guardians
and trustees fulfill their fiduciary obligations while minimizing personal and professional risk.
Participants will also gain insight into the court's expectations for guardians of the estate

and trustees, and learn best practices for documentation, compliance, and maintaining

transparency.
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Breakout 2: Caring Through Connection (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5) (1.5 Ethics)
«Jason Burnett, PhD | UTHealth, Houston

This presentation will emphasize the significance of nurturing social connections and a sense
of purpose in older adults. As people age, they often experience shrinking social networks and a
diminished sense of meaning, challenges that are further intensified by cognitive, physical, and
psychological decline. Moreover, social isolation and a lack of purpose are linked to increased
risks of morbidity and mortality. We will examine these interconnections and explore both
fundamental and innovative strategies to address them.

Breakout 3: Advanced Guardianship Litigation (CEU1.5/CLE1.5) (Ethics 1.5)
- Clint Alexander, ID | Barnes Lipscomb & Stewart, PLLC, Austin

This presentation examines the complex legal disputes that often arise in guardianship
cases—from conflicts between divorced parents over an incapacitated adult child to family
disagreements about who should serve as guardian, and proceedings contested by the
proposed ward. It will also discuss distinct responsibilities and ethical considerations when
serving as a party’s advocate versus fulfilling the role of Attorney ad Litem or Guardian ad Litem.

General Session: Guardianship Case Review Guardianship (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5)

- Steven Fields, D | Tarrant County Probate Court 2, Ft. Worth
«Dyann McCully, ID | The Blum Firm, Ft. Worth
«Terry Hammond, 3D | Kemp Smith Law Firm, El Paso

The presenters will summarize and provide written materials of approximately 30 guardianship
cases decided by the Texas courts of appeal. These summaries will be divided into 6-8 different
topics. Panelists will then give oral summaries of 9-10 cases that provide the most relevant
information to help guardians and their attorneys know of best practices and traps to avoid in
the guardianship process.

Breakout 1: Restoration & Modification of Guardianships: How to Effectively Use
Alternatives to Guardianship (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5) (Ethics 1.5)

-Jennifer Reif, ID | Disability Rights Texas, Houston
- Taft Robinson, 3D | Disability Rights Texas, Houston

This presentation will focus on the goals of guardianship, ethical guidelines, process for
restoration and modification, and alternatives to guardianship - including appropriate supports
and services and less restrictive alternatives to use.

Breakout 2: Navigating Texas Behavioral Health System: Roadmap from Crisis to
Care (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5)

«Amara Durham, 3D, MBA, SBIRT, CCMI-I | Amara Durham Consulting, Austin

This presentation equips guardians with the tools, knowledge, and strategies needed to
effectively navigate Texas' behavioral healthcare system. By addressing the complexities of care
placement, family dynamics, and ongoing support, the content ensures guardians are well-
prepared to advocate for beneficiaries with mental health and substance use disorders.
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Breakout 3: Establishing an Arc of Texas-Master Pooled Trust (CEU 1.5/ CLE1.5)

- Cecilia Longoria, ID | Disability and Elder Law, Harris County, Houston
- Carrie Wawarosky, MA, TxCG | Harris County Resources, Houston

This session provides an in-depth look at The Arc of Texas Master Pooled Trust—a powerful

tool that allows individuals to retain assets without compromising access to public programs.
Participants will learn the key differences between Supplemental and Special Needs Trusts,
including self-settled and third-party trusts, and how each impacts benefits eligibility. The
session will walk through the full enrollment process, from selecting the appropriate trust type
to completing required paperwork and submitting necessary documentation. Additionally,
attendees will gain practical knowledge about managing funds, the disbursement process,
approved expenses, and available tools such as direct deposit and the True Link card to simplify
trust use and oversight.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

Keynote: Judges Panel Discussion (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5/ 1.5 SBOT)

«Hon. Pamela Medina, ID | Harris County Statutory Probate Court No. 2, Houston
«Hon. Jason Cox, ID | Harris County Statutory Probate Court No. 3, Houston

- Hon. James Horwitz, 3D | Harris County Statutory Probate Court No. 4, Houston
- Hon. Claudia Laird | Montgomery County Statutory Probate Court No. 1 Conroe

Harris County Statutory Probate Courts judges Cox, Horwitz, and Medina and Montgomery
County Statutory Probate Court judge Laird will comprise the panel in this interactive session
that will focus on mental health issues in the Texas guardianship courts. They will offer their
thoughts on the state of guardianship practice in their courts and will be available for a
guestion-and-answer session at the end of the panel discussion. The session is moderated by
the Hon. Dru Farmer.

Guardianship Legislative Update (CEU 1.5/ CLE 1.5)

-Ronald Morgan | Enterprise Planning and Regulatory Services Texas Office of Court
Administration, Austin
«Victoria Seybold, 3D | Osborne, Helman, Scott, Knisely & Stanton, L.L.P, Austin

Ron Morgan and Victoria Seybold will summarize and discuss the impact of legislation passed
by the 89th Texas Legislature in 2025 on guardians, guardianship attorneys, guardianship
courts and those under guardianship. The speakers will also discuss the roles that the Texas
Guardianship Association and the Office of Court Administration/Judicial Branch Certification
Commission may have in shaping guardianship-related legislation in the upcoming legislative
session. Attendees will also receive an update from the Judicial Branch Certification
Commission and a discussion of developments impacting professional guardians.



HOTEL INFORMATION

Omni Houston Hotel

4 Riverway Dr,

Houston, TX 77056
Phone: (713) 871-8181
Hotel Website | Directions

Group Room Rate: $209.00 Single/Double Occupancy (plus applicable taxes)

RESERVATIONS

To make your room reservation, please book online or call (713) 871-8181 and mention group code TGA to receive the
group rate. Reservations must be made no later than Friday, August 15, 2025. Please note that the available room block
may fill prior to the aforementioned cut-off date. Reservations made after the cut-off date, or if the room block has been
filled, will be accepted based upon availability with the group rate. Be sure to book early!

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

August 5, 2025: Conference registration deadline. Registrations received after this date will be assessed a $50.00
late processing fee.
August 15, 2025: Hotel group rate reservation cut-off date

September 5, 2025: Cancellations must be made in writing to receive a refund. All cancellations will be assessed a
$75.00 cancellation fee. No refunds after this date.

Questions? Contact the TGA Business Office at 713-955-9192 or email Barbara@texasguardianship.org.



https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/houston
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//Omni+Houston+Hotel,+4+Riverway+Dr,+Houston,+TX+77056/@29.7613035,-95.4593725,808m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8640c148fd8e50d3:0x855269a9c60f8290!2m2!1d-95.4593725!2d29.7613035!3e0?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYwNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/satsaes-tga-a981bd7d-019a-44a1-986a-2e71bb54be5a/
mailto:Barbara%40texasguardianship.org?subject=

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Register for the 2025 Annual Conference

Early Bird Registration Late Registration (after August 8)
Member Non-Member Member Non-Member

Family $240 $340 $240 $340

Individual $390 $590 $465 $690

Organizational Member $390 $590 $465 $665

One Day Only $215 $340 $215 $315

Full Registration includes all educational sessions/materials and opening reception on Wednesday, September 17,
all educational sessions/materials on Thursday, September 18; and all educational sessions/materials on Friday,
September 19. You must be a current Texas Guardianship Association member for the member rates to apply.

Become a TGA Member

CONTINUING EDUCATION

TGA has applied to the Judicial Branch Certification Commission for continuing education credits for Texas Certified
Guardians and to the State Bar of Texas for continuing education credits for attorneys. CEU/CLE approvals are pending

and will be released prior to the conference.

SPONSORSHIP AND EXHIBITION

Sponsor/Exhibitor Registration

TGA welcomes Sponsors and Exhibitors. Please follow the link above to view the Sponsor/Exhibitor levels for full details
and registration. Exhibitors will be provided with a 6ft. draped table. Please contact the TGA Business Office at 713-955-
9192 or email Claudia@texasguardianship.org for information.

CANCELLATIONS

All cancellations must be made in writing to TGA and received by September 5, 2025 in order to receive a refund. All
cancellations will incur a $75 non-refundable processing fee. No refunds will be given for cancellations received after
this deadline or for ‘no shows.’


https://txtga.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mcform&view=ngforms&id=2243798#!/
https://www.texasguardianship.org/become-a-member/
https://txtga.memberclicks.net/2025conferencesponsor#!/
mailto:Claudia%40texasguardianship.org?subject=

Clint Alexander, JD
Barnes Lipscomb & Stewart, PLLC, Austin

Clint practices guardianship, probate and general estate planning in
Williamson, Travis and surrounding counties and also handles contested
matters and has extensive practice in dependent administrations. He is
frequently appointed by the courts in Travis and Williamson Counties to
serve as an attorney ad litem, guardian ad litem, or estate administrator
in probate, trust, and guardianship cases. Before joining Barnes
Lipscomb & Stewart in 2010, Clint was privileged to serve for two and half
years as the Law Clerk / Staff Attorney for The Honorable Guy Herman in
the Travis County Probate Court No. 1.

Clint also offers mediation services for contested probate and
guardianship matters. He is a regular speaker for the Texas College of
Probate Judges regarding heirship determinations and dependent
administrations.

Jason Burnett, PhD
UTHealth, Houston

Jason Burnett, PhD is an Associate Professor with the UTHealth Houston
McGovern Medical School. Dr. Burnett is devoted to helping older adults
across the country live socially connected and resilient to mistreatment
and self-neglect. Dr. Burnett has recently established a university-wide
UTHealth Houston Social Connection Program to drive social connection
interventions and innovations at the intersection of aging care services
and the healthcare sector. His work is nationally recognized.

Courtney Carey, MS, TxCG

North Texas Guardianship Services, Denton

Courtney Carey is a Texas Certified Guardian, with over 20 years'’
experience in guardianship services, case management, crisis services,
and continuity of care. She spent 15 years working directly with families
and individuals through the HCS and TxHmML Medicaid waiver programs.
In 2015 she developed and ran the public guardianship program in
Denton County. She now works at Hammerle Finley Law Firm where she
developed the North Texas Guardianship Services, a private professional
guardianship program. As the Director, she provides education, social
services, and guardianship services to clients primarily in Denton County.
She has a bachelor’s in social work from Tarleton State University, and a
Master of Science with a degree in Long Term Care, Senior Housing, and
Aging Services from the University of North Texas. Courtney has been a
member of the TGA since 2015 and is currently serving the Secretary on
the Board of Directors.



Hon. Jason Cox, JD
Harris County Probate Court No. 3, Houston

Judge Jason Cox was elected Judge of Harris County Probate Court #3 (a
probate and mental health court) in 2018.

Judge Cox received his undergraduate degree from Texas A&M
University and his law degree from the University of Houston Law Center.
As a probate litigator from 2004 — 2018, Judge Cox represented clients
ranging from large financial institutions to indigent individuals.

Since taking the bench, Judge Cox has worked to expand and improve
mental health services in Harris County, increase transparency, and
educate the community about the expansive services offered by the
Harris County Probate Courts.

Amara Durham, JD, MBA, SBIRT, CCMI-I

Amara Durham Consulting, Austin

Operating at the intersection of business strategy and behavioral
health, Amara Durham Consulting aligns personal and professional
objectives with strategic solutions, ensuring accountability and clear
communication to drive meaningful change. Amara brings a deep

and diverse coaching and consulting experience to her collaborations
with ultrahigh-net-worth. Those clients include individuals, high-profile
families, entrepreneurs and family offices. Amara is recognized for her
crisis management and advisory services, guiding clients through
multifaceted challenges that include generational wealth, mental
health, educational and legal matters.

Amara is known for her keen assessments, creative problem-solving,
and practical, results-driven solutions. She coaches one-on-one to help
clients with communication, coping skills, and holistically improving
mental health. Amara helps clients navigate the fractured behavioral
healthcare system to provide bespoke, best-fit solutions that
safeguard time and resources that address unique human challenges
while providing practical and action-oriented advice.

Steven Fields, JD
Tarrant County Probate Court 2, Ft. Worth

Steven D. Fields has been the Court Administrator/Senior Attorney for
Tarrant County Probate Court No. Two, Fort Worth, TX, since 1999. He
has been an adjunct professor at Texas A&M School of Law since 2010,
teaching Guardianship and Estate Administration classes. He is the
past president of the National Guardianship Association (2008); past
president of the Texas Guardianship Association (2004-2005); and was
the first Texas HHSC Guardianship Director (1998-1999). He served as
Court Investigator for the Tarrant County Probate Courts (1993-1998)
specializing in the filing of guardianship applications for indigent
incapacitated individuals. He has been a licensed attorney since 1987
with a JD degree from the University of Oklahoma, and he specialized
in guardianship, estate planning and probate law for various Texas
law firms for 6 years. He has a BA degree in English fromn Oklahoma
Christian University. He is married, has a 23 year-old daughter, and likes
to buy and sell musical recordings.



Terry Hammond, JD
Kemp Smith Law Firm, El Paso

Terry W. Hammond, J.D., is Director of State Affairs for the Texas
Guardianship Association. He is the Guardianship and Probate Attorney
for the Brazos County Courts at Law in Bryan, Texas. Mr. Hammond is a
past president of the Texas Guardianship Association and the National
Guardianship Association, and was Executive Director of TGA from 2018-
2023 and of NGA from 2006-2010. Mr. Hammond earned his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Education and his Master of Arts Degree in History
from Texas A&M University, and his Juris Doctorate from the Texas

Tech University School of Law. Mr. Hammond represented family and
professional guardians during his 26-year law practice before joining the
Brazos County Courts at Law. Mr. Hammond has been a proponent of
guardianship and Adult Protective Services reform in Texas as well as in
the United States.

Shekinah Hammonds, JD
Whitehead & Hammonds Law, PLLC

Shekinah Hammonds received her Bachelors of Arts in Political Science
at Texas Lutheran University in 2005 and her Juris Doctor from St. Mary'’s
School of Law in 2011. She holds membership with the San Antonio Bar
Foundation and National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys as well as the
Texas Bar Association with certification as Attorney ad Litem / Guardian
ad Litem. Shekinah interned with the 25th Judicial District Attorney’s
Office with Former District Attorney, Honorable Judge W.C. Kuykendall
in Guadalupe County; worked as Academic Scholar and Constitutional
Law Research Assistant for Former Dean Bill Piatt; interned with
Honorable Chief U.S. District Judge Fred Biery, United States District
Court in Western District of Texas; served as Law Clerk with Office of the
Texas Attorney General — Child Support Division; worked as Senior Legal
Assistant for Ms. Whitehead from 2006 — 2008; and currently assists Ms.
Whitehead with guardianships, probates, heirships, independent and
dependent administrations, community administrations, real estate, and
estate planning.

Julia Hiner, MD
UTHealth

Dr. Julia Hiner is an academic physician and assistant professor at
University of Texas Health Science Center (UTHealth Houston) McGovern
Medical School in Houston, Texas. She studied at Texas State University
in San Marcos, Texas and received Bachelor's degrees in Biology and
Psychology. She attended University of Texas Medical Branch Medical
School in Galveston, Texas and received her Doctorate of Medicine in
2014. She then completed a 3-year residency in Internal Medicine at
ChristianaCare in Newark, Delaware, as well as an additional 1-year
fellowship in Geriatric Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine in
Houston, Texas. She is board-certified in both Internal Medicine and
Geriatric Medicine. She has niche expertise in elder mistreatment and
capacity assessment with a growing national reputation in the field.



Hon. James Horwitz, ID
Harris County Statutory Probate Court No. 4, Houston

The Honorable James Horwitz has been the judge for Harris County
Probate Court # 4, since 2019. His jurisdiction includes decedent estates,
guardianships involved disabled individuals, trust litigation, mental
health commitment hearings, and medication hearings

From 1978 to 2018, he practiced law at James S. Horwitz, P.C. in Houston,
Texas. His practice included probate administration, including litigation
and estate planning; business and corporate formation and transactions,
business negotiations, and litigation; real estate, family law, and criminal
law litigation; civil litigation and state appeals; and first chair jury and
bench trials in state and federal court.

He received his J.D. from University of Houston Law School in 1978.

Meghan Hutchinson, MSW, TxCG, NCG

Guardianship Program, The Senior Source, Dallas

Meghan Hutchinson has dedicated her career to guardianship services.
Meghan currently serves as the Director of the Guardianship Program
at The Senior Source in Dallas, Texas. She began as a Guardianship
Case Manager with The Senior Source in 2002. Earlier in her studies,
she earned her Bachelors in Social Work from Texas Christian University
where she did an internship in guardianship with the Tarrant County
Probate Court No. 2. Soon after she completed her Masters in Social
Work from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She has been a board
member of the Texas Guardianship Association for multiple terms
throughout her career including President in 2021. Meghan has been a
Texas Certified Guardian since 2007 and a National Certified Guardian
since 2002 further demonstrating her value for guardianship excellence.

Dawn King, TxCG
Harris County Probate Court No. 2, Houston

Dawn King has over 20 years of guardianship experience. She is
currently the Senior Court Investigator of Harris County Probate Court
No. 2 and has served in this capacity since 2005. Prior to her time at the
Court, she served as a Guardian Case Manager / Legal Case Manager for
the Harris County Guardianship Program and as a Crisis Counselor in
Arizona. Dawn earned a bachelor’s degree in Human Development and
Family Studies from Texas Tech University in 1994.

Dawn enjoys reading a good mystery, being an empty nester, and
traveling throughout the Texas Hill Country. She is an avid football fan
and enjoys college football and the New Orleans Saints.



Amanda Koplin
Koplin Consulting, Austin

Amanda Koplin, LPC is a licensed mental health counselor, entrepreneur
and thought leader who creates innovative solutions to fill gaps in the
mental healthcare system. In 2016, she sold her first business, a mental
health urgent care clinic, to create Koplin Consulting, a nationwide
concierge behavioral health treatment team service. In 2023, she
co-founded Urgent Care Mental Health, a virtual psychiatric urgent

care with a concierge psychiatry branch in order to build out an elite
concierge ecosystem of mental health care services.

Amanda frequently speaks to trusted advisors such as estate planners,
trustees, family business offices, and wealth advisors to educate and
support them in understanding how addiction, mental illness, and
eating disorders impact the creation and implementation of estate
plans. She is passionate about helping people achieve mental wellness
and creating sustainable support systems and solutions which integrate
seamlessly into real life.

Hon. Claudia Laird
Montgomery County Statutory Probate Court No. 1 Conroe

Judge Laird has presided over Montgomery County Court at Law #2
between 2011 and 2023. In 2023 County Court at Law Number Two
converted to Montgomery County Probate Court Number One and

she continues to preside as its honorable judge. She was the presiding
Administrative Judge for the County Courts at Law for 2015, 2016, 2020,
and 2021 and began serving as the Local Administrative Probate Judge
in 2023. In 2020 her court was named as a Judicial Center of Excellence.
In 2022 Judge Laird was appointed to serve on the Texas Judicial Council.
During her first term in office Judge Laird created the Montgomery
County Domestic Violence Court, and during her second term in office
Judge Laird created the Montgomery County Veterans’ Court. Judge
Laird has dedicated her time in office to educating and bettering
guardianship laws in Texas for the protection of disabled persons.

Nubia Lluberes, MD

Global MH Services, Houston

Dr. Lluberes is a double Board-Certified Psychiatrist with specialized
training in General Psychiatry from the University of Texas in Houston,
and in Forensic Psychiatry from the University of Pittsburgh’s Western
Psychiatric Institute and Clinic.

She is a passionate advocate for holistic mental health approaches,
emphasizing individualized treatment and the integration of
biopsychosocial care models. With a diverse clinical background, Dr.
Lluberes has developed extensive expertise in treating Bipolar Disorder,
Depression, Anxiety Disorders, and Substance Use Disorders. She is also
skilled in advanced treatment modalities, including Electroconvulsive
Therapy (ECT) and Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS).

Dr. Lluberes is also an esteemed Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at the
University of Texas Medical Branch and serves as the Program Director
for the Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship at the University of Texas Health
Science Center in Houston, TX.



Cecilia Longoria, JD
Disability and Elder Law, Harris County, Houston

Cecilia has been practicing law since 1990, and has been an Assistant
County Attorney for Harris County since 1997. She earned her J.D. from
Thurgood Marshall School of Law - Texas Southern University.

During her time with the CAO she has been the managing attorney
for both the Children’s Protective Division (“CPD”"), and the Disability
and Elder Law Division (“DEL"). As the supervisor of CPD she served on
various state and local task forces to address the issues of child abuse
and baby abandonment.

The bulk of her career has been spent as the Director of DEL. In this
role, she provides litigation services for the Harris County Guardianship
Program (“HCGP") in Court relating to guardianships.

She was instrumental in the creation of Senior Justice Assessment
Center (SJAC) in 2017, and the creation of Harris County Regulations for
Boarding Homes in unincorporated Harris County.

Kristin Martinelli, LMSW, CCM, TxCG

Mir Senior Care & Care Consultants, Inc, Austin

Kristin has over 22 years of experience in the healthcare industry, with
more than 12 years in Business Development for skilled nursing facilities
and over 13 years in care management. In 2013, Kristin joined Mir Care
Consultants, Inc as a Life Care Manager and is now the Senior Director
of Care Management and Guardianship Services. As the Senior Director,
Kristin is dedicated to ensuring that all clients serviced by Mir Care

are provided with the highest quality of life care management. Her
extensive experience and expertise in care management and social
work allows her to provide guidance and leadership to the Aging Life
Care Managers on her team. Kristin has established relationships with

4 major universities to provide internship and training opportunities

for Bachelor's level and Master’s level students in Texas.Kristin is an
Advanced Professional member of the Aging Life Care Association and
active member of the Texas Guardianship Association.

Dyann McCully, 3D
The Blum Firm, Ft. Worth

R. Dyann McCully, 3.D., Partner, received her J.D. from Southern
Methodist University School of Law, graduating with high honors, and
her B.F.A. in Radio-TV-Film from Texas Christian University graduating
summa cum laude. Dyann is board certified in Estate Planning and
Probate Law and is a National Registered Guardian, a Texas Registered
Guardian, and a Mediator. Prior to joining The Blum Firm she was

a shareholder with Bakutis, McCully & Sawyer, P.C. for over 21 years.
Thomson Reuters has consistently recognized Dyann as a Texas Super
Lawyer and Fort Worth, Texas magazine has recognized her has one of
Tarrant County’s Top Attorneys in Probate, Estates and Trusts. Dyann
specializes in guardianships, probate litigation, estate planning, and
administration of decedent’s estates and guardianship estates, and
serves as mediator for probate and guardianship matters.



Scott McDonald
Merrill Lynch Special Needs Team, Nevada

Scott MacDonald is the founder and leader of The Special Needs Team
at Merrill Lynch, a group of Financial Advisors, Analysts, and Client
Associates. Scott joined Merrill Lynch in 1987 and has spent his entire
career addressing the unique needs and priorities of society’s most
vulnerable members. Scott is a recognized authority on wealth planning
and investment management for Special Needs Trusts and other court-
supervised trusts, as well as probate investing for Conservatorships and
Guardianships. He offers extensive knowledge of California Probate Code
restrictions on investments, as well as the terms of the Uniform Prudent
Investor Act. Scott is the author of numerous articles and publications
related to special-needs and elder financial strategy.

Hon. Pamela Medina, JD
Harris County Statutory Probate Court No. 2, Houston

Judge Pamela Medina presides over decedents’ estate matters
including probate of wills, determination of heirships, appointment of
executors and administrators. Judge Medina presides over guardianship
proceedings. She makes determinations regarding trust construction,
creation, or modification, and appoints trustees. Judge Medina presides
over any civil litigation matter, where an estate, guardianship, or trust
matter attaches. Prior to serving as the presiding judge of Probate Court
No.2, Judge Pamela Medina was the attorney and principal at Medina
Law Texas, PLLC; her practice areas encompassed preparation of wills,
trusts and other estate planning documents, and estate administration
and alternatives to administration, guardianships, probate litigation and
general civil litigation.

Kirk Monroe, LBSW, TxCG

Brazos Bend Guardianship Program

Kirk has been the Executive Director of Brazos Bend Guardianship
Services since September 2008. He is a Social Work graduate from the
University of Texas and is a LBSW and a Texas Certified Guardian. Kirk
has also been a member of TGA since 2004 and is a former TGA Board
Member. Kirk's work in guardianship began in 2004 when he was hired
by The Arc of Fort Bend County to develop a local guardianship program.
The program at The Arc evolved into Brazos Bend Guardianship
Services. BBGS offers 3 programs: 1) Guardianship Information Sessions
2) Guardianship Financial Assistance and 3) Corporate Guardianship.
BBGS now employs 3 Care Managers and 1 Administrative Assistant and
we serve as the guardian to 68 incapacitated adults in Fort Bend and
Wharton Counties.



Ronald Morgan
Enterprise Planning and Regulatory Services Texas Office of
Court Administration, Austin

Ron Morgan is Director of the Enterprise Planning and Regulatory
Services Division at the Texas Office of Court Administration. In this role,
he serves as Director of the Judicial Branch Certification Commission,
the body responsible for regulation of over 7,000 professionals and
entities that serve the court system. Ron provides strategic-level
leadership and support to a body that impacts the administration of
justice statewide. Prior to joining OCA in 2025, Ron served as Director
of District Court Administration in Williamson County, Texas, managing
the day-to-day administration and operations of the District Courts. In
addition to this, in his 22 years of public service, he has held executive
leadership roles in the County Clerk’s Office and management positions
at Pretrial Services both in Travis County. Ron holds an undergraduate
degree from the University of New Orleans and a Master of Science in
Criminal Justice from Texas State University.

Mario Ontinveros, TxCG
Amistad Guardianship Program

Mario O. Ontiveros served in the Army where he was a recipient of
several Army commendation medals, and good conduct medal. He
deployed to a combat zone in Irag during the Operation Iragi Freedom
contingency and was a key trainer for Operation Enduring Freedom.

After his service, he received a degree in HealthCare Administration.
While in school, he was offered a position at a small local hospice in El
Paso, Texas ,where he worked for several years while attending school in
the evening and working security at night. Following his graduation, he
became a project manager for a provider service agency in New Mexico.

Currently, asides being a devoted husband, father of ten and grandfather
of two, he is a Certified Guardianship Case Manager at Project Amistad

in El Paso, Texas, where asides being a Guardian he was given the honor
of being promoted to Chief Morale Officer.

Hon. Amy Parsons, JC
Associate Judge Harris County Probate Court No. 3, Houston

Amy Parsons is the Associate Judge of Harris County Probate Court No.
3 and has served in this capacity since 2016. She hears uncontested
guardianship, heirship/administration and civil mental health Assisted
Outpatient Treatment dockets. She also hears probate, civil mental
health, criminal court ordered medication and ancillary dockets as
assigned by the Presiding Judge. Amy Parsons previously served as the
court's guardianship court investigator and the court's litigation/mental
health staff attorney.

Prior to joining the court, Amy Parsons served as a court appointed legal
guardian at the local Harris county indigent guardianship program. She
previously served on the TGA's board of directors.

Amy Parsons received a bachelor's in social work from Stephen F. Austin
State University and received a master’s degree in social work from the
University of Houston. She received her juris doctorate from South Texas
College of Law. She is a licensed master social worker and is a nationally
certified guardian.



Nathan Peters, JD
Law Offices of Nathan Peters, PLLC, Denton

Nathan Peters is a sole practitioner in Denton, Collin, Dallas, and
surrounding counties, practicing primarily in the areas of Guardianship
and Medicaid Planning, Applications, and Appeals. He is a Texas
Certified Guardian and the manager of Custodia Persons, LLC, a Texas
Guardianship Program. Nathan earned to two BBAs in the Management
and Economics honors program at Texas Tech University and attended
Stetson University College of Law. After law school, he worked in Florida
in foreclosure defense, civil litigation, consumer bankruptcy, first-party
property insurance defense focusing on sinkhole and water claims,
HOA/COA representation, and health care providers. While representing
health care providers, he established over 100 guardianships for
incapacitated individuals state-wide and participated in over 100
Medicaid Fair Hearings on behalf of Medicaid applicants. He became
an amicus briefing author in a Notice of Corrective Action taken by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid in an administrative appeal by the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

Jennifer Reif
Disability Rights Texas

Jennifer Reif is a Senior Attorney at Disability Rights Texas (DRTx) on

the Institutional Rights & Civil Liberties Team. She joined Disability
Rights Texas in 2017 where she represents individuals diagnosed with
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Mental lliness, and other
disabilities. Her work includes monitoring institutional settings for abuse,
neglect, exploitation, and rights violations; investigating and providing
direct representation for individuals to address these concerns;
advocating for individuals to live in the least restrictive appropriate
settings; representing clients in guardianship modification and
restoration cases; and assisting criminal defense and other attorneys
with education on supports and services that may be available for clients
with disabilities as an alternative to incarceration or institutionalization.
Jennifer earned her Doctor of Jurisprudence in 2011 from University of
Houston Law Center, and a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice in
2002 from Sam Houston State University.

Taft Robinson, JD
Disability Rights Texas

Taft Robinson is a staff attorney with Disability Rights Texas (DRTX),

the legal protection and advocacy agency for people with disabilities

in Texas. A nonprofit corporation funded by the U.S. government

and private foundations to help people with disabilities understand

and exercise their rights under the law, ensuring their full and equal
participation in society. Taft's current position focuses attention on
alternatives to guardianship, supports and services to prevent
guardianship and promote termination of guardianship, restoring the
individual's rights. Taft has been with DRTx since 2016 advocating for the
rights of individuals with disabilities.



Marie Rodriguez, JD
Rodgers, Miller, Rodriguez & Fusco, P.C,, Bryan, TX

Marie Portales Rodriguez is a civil litigator who practices almost
exclusively in the areas of guardianship, probate, estate planning and
mental health law. She has held the Guardianship Attorney Ad Litem,
State Bar of Texas certification since 2005. Her considerable experience
as a guardianship, mental health and probate litigator has allowed her
to provide meaningful testimony to the Texas State Legislature about
the continuing need for guardianship reforms, and her specialized areas
of practice often intersect with goals and needs of varying groups and
organizations.

Rodriguez is a frequent, featured speaker. She also exhibits at the
Brazos Valley Senior Expo, the Texas Guardianship Association Annual
Conference, and works with and speaks to the Mental Health & Mental
Retardation Authority (MHMR) of Brazos Valley, the Texas Department of
Adult Protective Services (APS), Health & Human Services.

Victoria Seybold, JD
Osborne, Helman, Scott, Knisely & Stanton, L.L.P, Austin

Ms. Seybold is an associate of Osborne, Helman, Scott, Knisely & Stanton,
LLP. She focuses her practice in the area of guardianship and fiduciary
litigation, including the creation and maintenance of guardianship
matters, as well as trust, estate, and guardianship disputes, representing
parties on both sides of the docket. Ms. Seybold also represents
fiduciaries and beneficiaries in connection with probate procedures,
trust and estate administration, guardian administration, and trust
terminations and modifications. Prior to joining Osborne, Helman,
Scott, Knisely & Stanton, LLP, Ms. Seybold served as the guardianship
staff attorney and court investigator for the Honorable Judge Guy
Herman of Travis County Probate Court No. 1 for five years, where she
was responsible for handling guardianship and management trust
proceedings.

Judge Jerry Simoneaux
Judge, Harris County Probate Court #1

Judge Jerry Simoneaux was elected in 2019 to preside over Harris
County Probate Court 1in Houston, Texas. A 2001 graduate of South
Texas College of Law, he also holds dual bachelor's degrees in Business
Administration and French from the University of Houston.

Judge Simoneaux founded the Texas Probate Law American Inn of Court
and spearheaded the creation of a new Texas Board Specialization in
Trust, Estate, and Guardianship Litigation. He also established the Office
of Public Administrator in Harris County to bridge the access-to-justice
gap in decedent’s estates.

Judge Simoneaux frequently teaches probate law to fellow judges
through the Texas College of Probate Judges and the Texas Association
of Counties. He has proudly served as a Director on the Board of the
Houston Volunteer Lawyers since 2019 and has earned multiple honors
including the Judge Merrill Hartman Pro Bono Judge Award and the
Judge Norman Black Award, both given by the State Bar of Texas.



Rayito Stephens, JD
Rayito O. Stephens Law Offices, PLLC, Pearland

Rayito earned her J.D. at South Texas College of Law Houston and has a
Master of Jurisprudence in Health Law from Loyola University Chicago.
Her offices are in Pearland, Texas, practices in the Houston Metro area
and throughout Texas in guardianships and related issues: including
estate planning, trusts, real estate, probate, contracts, and litigation.

Rayito is passionate about helping those with physical or mental
disabilities and finds options that encourage self-autonomy, dignity, and
respect. She works with issues of capacity and promotes, when possible,
powers of attorney, supported decision making agreements, and as
necessary, temporary or permanent guardianships of person and of
estate.

David Vazquez, LMSW, TxCG

Bexar County Guardianship Program, San Antonio

David Vazquez is a native resident of El Paso, Texas who obtained a
bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice with a minor in Psychology at the
University of Texas at El Paso in 2015. He moved to San Antonio in 2016 to
pursue a master’s degree in social work from The University of Texas at
San Antonio. David Vazquez is a Certified Guardian and Licensed Master
Social Worker in the state of Texas.

He began his path in social services when he volunteered with
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) in 2011.
In 2017, David became a service coordinator for The Alamo Area Council
of Government working with the IDD population. In 2019, David believed
there was more that could be done to help this population and decided
to make a career change. He began working with the Bexar County
Guardianship Program (BCGP) in 2019. As the program grew, he was
promoted to the Bexar County Guardianship Program Manager in 2023
where he leads five guardians.

Catherine Vergara, RN, BSN, CCM, TxCG

CarefFor, Austin

Catherine Vergara is a Registered Nurse, Certified Case Manager, and
a Texas Certified Private Professional Guardian. She is currently the
CEO of CareFor, a Care Management, Private Duty Home Care, and
Guardianship Firm whose mission is to provide peace of mind through
exceptional care and advocacy to the aging, ill, and injured. CareFor’s
employees has been serving as Guardian since 2000 in the Central Texas
area. Catherine has experience both in clinical bedside nursing and
leadership development. Her passion is to meet the growing needs of
the medically complex and aging through unique solutions that keep
the patient first. Under Catherine’s leadership, CareFor’'s guardianship
program has grown to serve persons under guardianship in 8 counties
in Texas. She holds a Bachelors of Science in Biomedical Science from
Texas A&M University and a Bachelors of Science in Nursing from Saint
Louis University.



Carrie Wawarosky, MA, TxCG
Harris County Resources, Houston

Carrie Wawarosky serves as the Legal Supervisor for the Guardianship
Program at Harris County Resources for Children and Adults, where she
leads a team of Legal Case Managers who act as liaisons between the
program and Harris County'’s Five Probate Courts. With over a decade
of experience in supporting vulnerable populations, Carrie specializes
in ethical leadership, ensuring compliance with local, state, and federal
regulations, and implementing risk assessment strategies to safeguard
both clients and staff.

Before joining the Adult Services Division at Harris County Resources,
Carrie gained valuable leadership experience at The Harris Center for
Mental Health and IDD, where she worked extensively with vulnerable
populations. She holds a Master of Arts degree from Prairie View A&M
University and is a Texas Certified Guardian through the JBCC.



